Downer

cols.   134,   148, 684,  75
Regimental Book, MS"

JS.   See also Washington's
>iv., Lib. of Cong.; Memoirs

of Ma j.-Gen. Wm. Heath (1901), pp. 26-27, 184; New-
Eng. Hist, and Geneal. Reg., XXXIII, 37, 41 and LXV,
60-62, 143 J Annual Register, 1778, p. 200; E. E. Hale
and E. E. Hale, Jr., Franklin in France (1888), I, 122;
Vital Records of Norwich, Conn. (1913), I, 135 ; Vital
Records of Brookline, Mass. (1920), p. 107; Vital Rec-
ords of Roxbury, Mass. (1926), II, 513; Boston Inde-
pendent Chronicle, Apr. 7, 1806.]                 W.B.N.

DOWNER, SAMUEL (Mar. 8, i8<>7-Sept.
20,1881), manufacturer, was born in Dorchester,
Mass., the eldest of the four children of Samuel
and Catherine (Ayers) Downer. His grand-
father, Eliphalet Downer [3.1%], had been a sur-
geon in the Revolution; his father, Samuel, was
a successful merchant and eminent horticulturist
who had developed new species of apples, pears,
and cherries. The younger Samuel attended the
public schools of his native town until the age of
fourteen, when he began an apprenticeship with
the shipping house of Downer & Baldwin. Upon
attaining his majority he joined his father under
the firm name of Downer & Son, but after three
3'ears associated himself with Silas P. Merriam
in the wholesale trade with the West Indies. This
partnership was dissolved in 1834, and Samuel
joined with his father and Capt. William R. Aus-
tin in the manufacture and sale of sperm and
whale oils and candles, a business which he di-
rected after the retirement in 1844 of the elder
partners.

Downer, like other oil men of his time, was
interested in finding a substitute for sperm oil,
the only known lubricant for fine machinery, and
when his attention was called, about 1854, to hy-
drocarbon oils, he purchased control of a Wal-
tham concern which had a patent for "Coup oil"
and with his assistants, Luther and William At-
wood and Joshua Merrill [g.v.], commenced a
series of experiments which resulted not only in
an acceptable hydrocarbon lubricating fluid but
in kerosene oil suitable for illumination. Atwood
and Merrill, while in Scotland on a commission
from Downer, discovered new methods of ob-
taining oil from coal and of purifying it so that
it could be used for lighting. Further experi-
ments upon their return to America led Downer
to embark heavily in the manufacture of hydro-
carbon illuminating oil distilled from albertite,
the bituminous coal obtained from Albert Coun-
ty, New Brunswick. To Downer and his as-
sistants belongs the credit of introducing on a
wide scale hydrocarbon lubricating and illumi-
nating oils in America.

The industry was assuming large proportions
when it was suddenly disrupted by the discovery
of petroleum wells in Pennsylvania. Nothing
daunted, Downer founded the Downer Kfero-
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sene Oi! Company, invested in it most of his for-
tune, and set out for Pennsylvania to exploit the
new discovery. Here he "roughed it" for six
years, founded the town of Corry, and estab-
lished a successful refining business with branch-
es in New York and Boston. Important patents
were taken out in the Boston refinery by Mer-
rill, and the products extended to include naph-
thas, paraffines, and other oil products. It was
Downer's technical advisers, the Atwoods and
Merrill, who were responsible for the notable
improvements in refining processes; his own con-
tribution to the rapid introduction of mineral oil
illumination was in the field of promotion and
business.

Downer was not only an industrial pioneer but
also a political radical. He was an ardent mem-
ber of the Free-Soil party from its inception and
drew up the resolutions at the Dorchester meet-
ing called to choose delegates to the Rochester
Convention which nominated Van Buren and
Adams. Many years later (Aug. 9, 1877) ^e
held a reunion at his home of some 150 leaders
of the 1848 movement, an event which aroused
wide interest Like his father he was interested
in horticulture, and developed a beautiful harbor
summer resort known as Downer's Landing. He
was married, on Oct. 13, 1836, to Nancy Mel-
ville, by whom he had eight children.

CD. R. Downer, The Downers of America (1900), pp.
83-85; Biog. Encyc. of Mass, in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury (1883), II, 189-96, the best account; J. D. Van
Slyck, ed., New England Manufacturers and Manufac-
tories (1879), I, 202-04; Boston Daily Globe, Aug. 10,
1877* containing an account of the Free-Soil reunion;
S. D. Hayes, On the History and Manufacture of Petr&-
leum Products, a memoir communicated to the Soci-
ety of Arts, M. I. T., May 14, 1872; W. D. Orcutt,
Good Old Dorchester (1893) ; Boston Post and Boston
Transcript, Sept 21, 1881.]                        H.U.F.

DOWNES, JOHN (Dec. 23, i784-Aug. ii,
1854), naval officer, was born in Canton, Mass.,
the son of Jesse and Naomi (Taunt) Downes.
His grandfather, Edward Downes, was a lieu-
tenant in the Revolutionary War; and his great-
grandfather, of the same name, who emigrated
to Canton from Ireland, was a seafaring adven-
turer. Entering the navy as a waiter to his fa-
ther, who served as a purser's steward on the
Constitution, John was in September 1800 ap-
pointed acting midshipman; and in June 1802,
midshipman. During the war with Tripoli he
served in the Mediterranean and in 1803 partici-
pated in Lieut David Porter's attack on the Tri-
politans, being commended for his gallantry in
that fight In 1807 he was promoted to a lieu-
tenancy and two years later was ordered to the
Essex, Capt. David Porter [g.v.]. As first lieu-
tenant on that ship be sailed on Oct. 28,
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